
WHAT IS RODA?

We are a coalition of fishermen, fishing 
industry businesses and associations with 
an interest in improving compatibility of 
new offshore development. In an effort to 
minimize conflicts with existing traditional 
and historical fishing, we work with partners 
to coordinate science and policy 
approaches to managing development of 
the Outer Continental Shelf. 

Responsible Offshore Development Alliance

CONTACT US

For questions email:   info@rodafisheries.org

Responsible Offshore Development Alliance
P.O. Box 66704

Washington, D.C. 20035

To join visit:    rodafisheries.org/join Responsible Offshore Development Alliance

@RODAfisheries

Visit us at:    rodafisheries.org



MEMBERSHIP PHILOSOPHY CURRENT PROJECTS

Provide a unified voice regarding issues of 
mutual interest in the commercial fishing 
industry, related to offshore development 
projects;

Act as a bridge between developers and 
fishermen to implement fair, equitable, 
and effective fisheries mitigation 
frameworks;

Coordinate among existing advisory 
groups to streamline advice and minimize 
duplication of effort;

Promote improved interagency 
coordination on matters related to ocean 
planning and development;

Work to achieve adequate funding to 
inform leasing processes, support 
mitigation programs, and guide future 
offshore development planning;

Serve as clearinghouse of scientific 
information and project updates for a 
better-informed industry and to 
communication with Fishery Management 
Councils regarding industry needs and 
concerns.

Joint Industry Task Force - RODA Members and 
Wind Energy Developers with a mutual interest in 
promoting coexistence between fisheries and offshore 
wind have formed a task force to identify areas of 
cooperation and potential solutions to some of the 
conflicts between these two industries. The Task Force 
promotes direct communication between fishermen 
and developers and strives to come up with creative 
solutions to minimize impacts offshore wind 
development will have on fisheries.

Responsible Offshore Science Alliance (ROSA) - 
RODA has formed ROSA to promote regional research 
and monitoring of fisheries and offshore wind 
interactions in federal waters. ROSA works with fishing 
representatives, offshore wind developers, states, 
federal agencies, fishery councils and commissions to 
increase the understanding the effects of wind energy 
development on fisheries and the ocean ecosystems 
on which they depend.

Transit - RODA has worked closely with fishermen, 
nonprofits, several state and federal agencies to 
incorporate fishermen's knowledge and input into 
potential transit areas in and around lease areas for 
wind development. The intention of this work is to 
minimize the impacts developed wind energy areas will 
have on traditional routes used by fishermen and 
mariners.

Fishery Data Trust - RODA is establishing viable and 
streamlined ways to allow fishermen to own the data 
they collect, and to ensure that it is appropriately 
utilized to support the industry and their operations 
while maintaining privacy. Working alongside engaged 
scientists and fishermen, RODA believes that a secure, 
industry-owned data trust is the best way to engage 
ocean users and manage ocean resources.

RESPONSIBLE OFFSHORE
DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE

RODA membership is open to any individual or 
business with a direct interest in the commercial fishing 
industry. Our members range from small single vessel 
owner/operators, to community or regional fishing 
associations, to some of the largest seafood processors 
and fishing fleets in the U.S.A. Unsurprisingly, our 
members hold a broad range of beliefs and business 
models. This diversity of opinion and experience is 
what fuels our “strength-in-numbers” approach to 
preserving biologically and economically sustainable 
fisheries. The variety of points of view, however, also 
means that members may choose to take different 
approaches to their interactions with proponents of 
other ocean uses, and the level of support or opposition 
they have for specific proposals.

RODA will never advocate for the interests of one 
fishing group over another. It will also not negotiate for 
specific financial compensation from any impacts to 
fisheries, attempt to influence any member’s private 
business decisions, nor ask members to refrain from 
expressing opinions (positive or negative) on their own 
behalf. RODA actively endorses only those positions 
that are common amongst commercial fishing industry 
participants, and it offers a platform for gathering and 
communicating input from a broad range of fishery 
representatives when multiple viewpoints exist.

Our primary goal is to improve deliberative processes 
regarding offshore developments – and the scientific 
bases for those processes – to better incorporate all 
fishing concerns. We strive to provide an unbiased 
platform to supply fishermen, regulators, and others 
with the information they need to make critical business 
and management decisions. And we will continue to 
ensure that all experience, knowledge, and evidence 
provided by the fishing industry is represented in 
leasing and scientific processes throughout all decision 
making channels.

RODA holds transparency paramount. Our board 
members are, and must remain, entirely independent to 
represent fishing industry interests. They may not be 
bound by any agreements that prevent them from fully 
operating in that capacity. We are happy to share 
information regarding funding or organizational 
structure upon request.


